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Address

Dear Senator/ Representative:  

I want to express my serious concern regarding two significant budgetary issues.  They are the proposed budget impact on the Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program, and the transfer of money from the Recycling Fund to help balance the general budget.  Both of these items threaten to cut funding for much needed environmental programs for schools and communities.  


As the final budget is being developed, we ask that you please consider the importance of conserving our natural resources and developing new environmental stewards.  We’ve all heard our national and state leaders proclaim that “a healthy environment is necessary to support a healthy economy”!  Environmental programs should not be sacrificed to save other competing interests.  In your budget deliberations, we ask that you please:

· Keep the EITC program, and specifically the EIO side, intact and resist efforts to reduce and/or eliminate the credits now offered to businesses throughout Pennsylvania.  The annual budget of the entire EITC program is relatively modest but stretches far, aiding hundreds of non-profit organizations that serve tens of thousands of families and children each year.
· Restore at least a portion of the $15 million redirected from the Recycling Fund and resist any further attempts to use those funds for any programs not specifically identified in Act 101.

· Support legislation that removes the sunset date of December 31, 2011 for the $2/ton recycling fee mandated by Act 101.

· Support legislation that institutes a severance tax on natural gas extraction in Pennsylvania's Marcellus Shale to mitigate the environmental impact from natural gas production and to support other environmental programs.  Resist reallocation of funds generated via the sale of Marcellus Shale gas leases on State Forests to help balance the General Fund.  

· Make certain budget cuts do not disproportionately target environmental programs and services.

