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Air Quality and YOU
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Teacher Workshop
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The Southwest Pennsylvania Air Quality Partnership, Inc is pleased to announce an opportunity for southwestern PA teachers to participate in a Teacher’s Workshop addressing air quality issues and alternative transporation.  The US Environmental Protection Agency has designated this area as not meeting the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for both ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter. It is imperative that we, as citizens, examine this issue and become part of the solution!

The Air Quality and YOU Workshop is a collaborative effort on the part of the PA Department of Environmental Protection, The Southwest Pennsylvania Air Quality Partnership, Inc., Conservation Consultants, Inc., the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission, and the Pennsylvania Resources Council. The goals of the Air Quality Partnership are to increase the public's understanding on the impact of air pollution, provide alerts for days with high air pollution, provide health effects information and guidelines to prevent or reduce exposure, and finally, to encourage voluntary actions to reduce air pollution emissions, especially on “Action Days”.

Participating teachers will be provided with background information and resources, including an air quality curriculum, educational CDs, and activities designed for middle school students.  This Act 48 accredited teacher workshop will focus on the human health and environmental impacts of air pollutants as well as behavioral changes that can minimize emissions and exposure.

Teachers will receive materials and resources that they will, hopefully, be eager to share with their students while at the same time assist in addressing the PA State Standards for Environment and Ecology.   The focus will be on the use of education resources developed and compiled by the Air Quality Partnership to teach children about the health effects of air pollution, how air pollution is created, and what they can do on an individual basis to reduce it and in turn protect themselves. Through you, the teacher, our message can be shared with literally thousands of students each year.

